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THE SCHOOL OF LAW

On July 1, 1936, the new rules adopted by the Supreme Court of Texas
governing admission to the bar became effective. The principal features of these
rules may be summarized as follows:

The School of Law is a distinct school within the University and,
-subject to the general regulations governing the various schools,
makes and administers its own laws with reference to admission and
graduation. The faculty is composed of the duly elected members
of the instructipg staff.

1. Bar examinations are held in Austin, beginning- on the fourth Monday in

February, June and October.
2. To be eligible for the examinations the applicant must be twenty-one years
of age, a bona fide "citizen of Texas and of the United States_ and a. resident of
Texas for one year,
3, Applicant must have filed a declaration of intention to study law before
beginning such study or within thirty days thereafter.
4, This declaration of intention if filed before July 1, 1937, must show graduation from a recognized high school or the equivalent; if filed beween July 1,
1937 and July 1, 1,38, it must show credit for thirty semester hours of work
in a recognized college, or the equivalent; if filed after July 1, 193 8, it must
show credit for sixty semester houn of work in a recognized college or the
equivalent,
5, The candidate for admission shall file his application for permission to take
the bar examinations with the Secretary of the Board of Legal Examiners not
less than thirty days before the beginning of the examinations.
6. Such application shall show:
(a) That the applicant has studied law in an approved school or with an
approved attorney or law firm for not less than twenty-seven months; and
(b) That he is a person of good moral character and honorable deportment.
7, The fee for the first examination is $20,00; for subsequent examinations it

is $10.00.
For details concerning the rules and the course of study apply to the Secretary
of the Board of Legal Examiners, Austin, Texas.

Officers of the Faculty
CHARLES CLAUDE SELECMAN, D.D., LL.D, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.xresident
CHARLES SHIRLEY POTTS, A.M., LL.B., s. J. D.
Dean
WILLIAM ALEXANDER RHEA, A.B., LL.B., LL.M._.
ecretary

Faculty
CHARLES SHIRLEY PoTTs, A.M., LL.B., S. J. D--------"rofessor of Law
WILLIAM ALEXANDER RHEA, A.B., LL.B., LL.M.
rofessor of Law
Roy ROBERT RAY, A.B., LL.B., s. J. D.
ssistant Professor of Law
M. LEIGH HARRISON, A.B., LL.B., LL.M,----·nstruccor in Law
WARREN M. SPARKS, A.B., J. D~----~-nstructor in Law and Librarian

Bar Lecturers
GEORGE T. BURGESS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __..,xamination of Abstracts
WALACE HAWKINS, LL.B.
Oil and Gas
RoB!lRT B. HOLLAND, A.B., LL.B
Workmen's Compensation
ALEXANDER F. WEISBERG, B.S., LL.B.
Preparation of Legal Instruments
MRS, JESSIE SHEPPERD ScoTHORN............--·-········-·----"'ecretary to the Dean

History
The School of Law was established by the Board of Trustees on
February 10, 1925, and was opened September 15, 1925. In 1928
it graduated its first class.
In 1927 the School of Law was placed on the list of approved law
schools of the Council on Legal Education and Admission to the
Bar of the American Bar Association. In 1929 the School of Law
was admitted to membership in the Association of American Law
Schools.

The Law Library
The Library of' the School of Law contains about sixteen thousand
well-selected books, and is being constantly added to by purchase
a.nd donation. It is ho.used in its own rooms adjacent to rhe law
classrooms and is open from 8 a. m. to 10 p. m. every day except
Sunday. In addition, the law student has access to the general library
of the University.
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Character of Instruction; Bar Courses; Case Clubs
The method of instruction is the c:ise system. The study, analysis,
and discussion of judicial declsioos give an effective knowledge of
legal principles and develop the power of inde.Pendcnt legal reasoning. It is believed that students arc be~t prepared for the practice
of the law, not me.rely by instruction in the dogmas ru1d precedents
of the law, but by instruction in the origin, development, and functions of the law.
In all courses, care is exercised to co-ordinate the general principles
of the common law with the law of Texas, and to correlate as far
as possible theory wich practice. In furthering this latter object,
there is offered each year a series of short practical courses caught
by outstanding members of the Dallas bar. In addition, two case
clubs are maintained for the trial of legal problems, for which credit
not to exceed one semescer hour per year may be earned. The student
is also encouraged, during his summer vacations, to do apprenticeship work with a good lav-yer, thus gaining a practical knowledge of
the profession for which J1e is preparing, :md frequently pnving the
way for a business connection after his grndu:ition.

Limitation of Enrollment; Small Classes;
Personal Contact
The enrollment in the School of Law is limited to one hundred.
A full-time foculcy of five provides one instn1ctor to every twenty
students. This compares very favorably with an aver:ige of cwentyeighc st1.1dents per teacher in sixty-two hw schools that are members
of the Association of American Law Schools, aod with nearly sixty
students per teacher found in some of the leading law schools located
in the Southwest. Classes vary in size from ten to fifty, as compared to clnsscs of one hW1dred and fifty to two hundred in the
larger schools.
The small classes enable the student to have a larger part in the
daily recitations and the classroom aiscussions, and to maintain
close personal relations with his instructors, a very valuable part
of his legal training.

Requirements for Admission
Admission to the School of Law is under the control of the Dean
of the School of Law. Correspondence relative to entrance and to
transfer of credits from other law schools should therefore be addressed to him.
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1.

REGULAR STUDENTS

An applicant for admission as a regular student in the School of
Law must be at least nineteen years of age, and must present evidence that he is of good moral character; that he has passed the
medical examination; that he has fulfilled the general entrance requirements of the University; and that he has satisfactorily completed two full years, with credits amounting to at least 60 semesterhours in the College of Arts and Sciences, or the equivalent in
another approved institution, with grade-points at least equal in
number to the number of the semester-hours of credit offered that
is, with an average grade of C on all college work taken. This the
grade-average required for graduation from the College of Arts and
Sciences.

is

In .accordance with the regulations of the Association of American
Law Schools, of which this school is a member, no credit will be allowed for "non-theory courses in military science, hygiene, domestic
arts, physical education, vocal or instrumental music, or other courses
without intellectual content of substantial value," ·nor for courses
of intellectual content, where such credits were acquired by correspondence or extension instruction since December 28, 1931. Students preparing for the law are urged to arrange their courses so as
to get at least one year's work in each of the following subjects: English Composition, English Literature, English History, American
History, Economics, Government, Mathematics, Accounting, a natural science. If a foreign language is elected it should be Latin. Attention is directed to the combination of courses listed below by which
a student may secure the B.A. degree or the B.S. degree in Commerce,
together with the LL.B. degree, in six years.
2. SPECIAL STUDENTS

In rare cases, a person twenty-three years of age not meeting the
foregoing scholarship requirements may be admitted as a special
student, if he satisfies the Denn of the School of Law that he is of
good moral character, possesses sufficient capacity, training, experience, and industry to enable him to profit by the instruction offered,
and that he will not be a hindrance to the school. Such a person
cannot receive credit for work done nor be a candidate for a degree.
If such student proves unsatisfactory, he will be dropped from the
school. The Association of American Law Schools provides in its
articles of association that the number of special students "admitted
each year shall not exceed ten per cent of the average number of
regular students admitted by the school as beginning law students
during the two preceding years." The school applies this rule. A
special student who successfully completes the three-year course will
be given a certificate so stating.
·
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3. TRANSFERS FROM OTHER LAw SCHOOLS
An applicant who is qualified to enter the School of Law as a
candidate £or a degree, and who bas satisfactorily completed a period
of study in an Amedcan lnw school chat is a member of the Association of American Law Schools rn:iy be given equivalent rank
in this school upon presenting a properly authenticated certificate of such work; provided that he bas maint-ained -an average grade
of C in all courses taken, or an average grade of C on the courses
taken during his last two periods (semescers, terms, or summer sessions) if his study has extended over a longer time. The right is
rescr_ved co give credit only on examination and to withdraw credit
if the student's work in this school is unsatisfactory.

Registration
All students must matriculate in person at the office of the Dean
of the School of Law. For dates of matriculation see page 6.
Classes meet September 20. The classes meet in the second semester
on January 31, 19 3 8. M.1tricu1at.ion for the second semester is on
January 31 and February 1, 193 8. An extra fee is charged for late
matcicul.1tion. An additional charge of $2.00 is made for late payment of fees.
The prospective student must present ( 1) evidence of good character, ( 2) certificate of physical examination, ( 3) official statement
containing a full record of previous college work, including the
credits on entrance, with an honorable discharge from such college,
or, if he is the holder of a degree, his diptomn, or a certificate showing chat he was graduated f.rom such college.

Case-Club Work
Two case-clubs arc maintained among the students of the School
of Law for argumeo-ts on questions of law. The student-attorneys
m these cases submit carefully prepared briefs of the law questions
involved, and then argue the cases orally before a judge or bane of
judges. In the second semester, the two clubs contest among chemselves for the Arthur A. Everts Award.

Co-operation and Assistance of the Dallas Bar
The School of Law seeks at all times to co-operate and work in
harmony with che organized bar of Dallas, and in return receives
aid from the bar. The Bar Association maintains an advisory committee co counsel with che authorities of the University-in regard to
courses of study and the development of the lnw school. Four
prominent members of the bar are giving courses in the law school,
as is shown in the curriculum at page 234. Members of the bar aid
materially by serving as judges in the case-club arguments and interclub contests. Many law students during vacation serve as apprentices in the offices of members of the bnr.

LAw
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Requirements for Degree
The degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) will be conferred upon
a candidate therefor who has credit for 76 semester-hours of law
:work distributed ov_er a period equal to three scholastic years, who
1s of good moral character, and who has complied with the following
conditions:
1. He must have been a resident at this school for at least one
year next preceding the granting of the degree.
2. The work done during his last year must not have been
counted toward a law degree elsewhere,
3. An average grade of at least C (70) must be made on all
co_urses completed. withi~ the two semesters next preceding graduation. In computmg this average there will be included each course
in which the student shall have taken the final examination, regardless of whether credit for the course is necessary to make up the
minimum requirement of 76 semester-hours,
. 4, No more than nine semester-hours with a grade of D ( 60-69),
m any one year, may be counted toward a law degree. Where the
student is registered for but one semester of the scholastic year, or
where work is taken in a summer session, or where the student is
registered for less than 24 semester-hours during the scholastic year,
the maximum number of credit-hours allowed for work with a grade
of D shalJ be one-third of the total hours for which the student is
registered.
5. The law degree will not be conferred upon anyone markedly
deficient in English, nor upon anyone who has not completed all
the prescribed courses.
Candidates for the LL.B. degree having the highest average grade,
not to exceed ten per cent of the graduating class, may, by vote
of the Law faculty, be awarded the degree cum laude. No one shall
be eligible who shall have taken elsewhere more than one-third of
the work offered for this degree, The average grade shall be based
on work done in this school only; but to receive the degree cum
laude a transfer from another college must have at least a B average
in law courses in the school previously attended.
. At the beginning of the second semester the faculty elects the
highest ten per cent of the senior class to membership in the local
scholarship society known as the "Order of the Woolsack".

Six-Year Combination Leading to A. B., or B. S. in
Commerce, and the LL. B. Degree
A student by pursuing one of the schedules of study suggested
below may secure a degree in the College of Arts and Sciences and
a degree in the School of Law in six years, To do this, he must,
before applying for a degree, ( 1) satisfy the catalogue requirements
for the college degree he desires, and ( 2) complete ninety semester-
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hours of college work, at least thirty of which must be taken in
Southern Methodist University. At the end of two years of satisfactory work in the School of Law, he will be granted the college
degree, and at the end of another yeur, upon satisfying the requirements of the School of Law, he wiU be granted the LL.B. degree.
A suggested schedule leading to the A:,B. degree is as follows:
Freshman Year: English 1, 2, or 3, 4; foreign langl1Rge, intcrmod iate, 6 hours;
science, 6 hours; mathematics, 0 to 6 hours according to high-school units presented or 6 hours of Latin or of Greek as a substitute therefor; Social Science 1,
2; electives to bring total to 30 hours. Physical Education la, 2a, or 5a, 6a.
Sophomore Ycdr : English 11, 12, or 13, 14, or Compuative Litencure 11, 12;
foreign language, intermediate or adv:inced, 6 hours; science, 6 hours; History
I l, 12, or 15, 16, or both, or Government 11, 12; electives, 6 hours. Physical
Education 11 a, 12a, or 15a, 16a.
J1mio r Yi11r: Advanced English, 6 hours (recommended but not required);
foreign language, 6 hours (not required, ii three or more high-school units in
language were presented for entrance); Religion 21, 22; History 15, 16, or 11,
12; electives, 6 hours, or 12 hours.

A suggested schedule leading to the degree of B.S. in Commerce
is as follows:
-•- ·
Freshmar, Year: Engli.ih 1, 2, or 3, 'I'.; Socio! Scicncc 1, 2, a science (Biology·,
Chemfatry, Geology or Physics); Mathematics 0 co 6 ho rs 2ccor-cB11g to high1ohool uni~ presented, or 6 homs of Latin or of Greek as " substitute therefor;
electives sufficient to bring cota.l to 30 hour,; Physic,! Education la, 2a, or 5a, 6 .
Sophomore Year: En~lish 11, 12, or 13, 14, or CompAracivc Lico.rnturc It, 12;
Commerce H, 34; Accounting 41d, 42d; a science (Gcogrnphy, Psyd1ology,
Philosophy, or M,chematic,); History 15, 16, or ll, 12; Physical Education lla,
12a, or 15a, 16a.
Junior Year: English, advanced, or Government, or History 11, 12, or 15, 16;
Commerce 53, 54; Finance 55, 56; Religion 21, 22; an elective, School of
Commerce.

Rules and Regulations
The School of Law has its own rules governing registratjon, changing courses, classroom attendance, quizzes and examinations, grades
and reporcs, failures and continuance in the school, and graduation.
These rules are k.ept posted on the official bulletin boa.rd and tbe
student is charged with notice of them . With these exceptions all
students of the School of Law are subject to che .rules and regulations
of the Universicy except that the regulati,on requiring physical ed·ucation does not apply to tl1e granting of the law degree.

Expenses

Tuition, each semester_____________________ $107.00
Library deposit, returnable less deductions for damages and
fines ( payable one semester only) _ _ _ __
5.00
3.00
Medical fee (See pages 38, 57)------------·--Student Activity fee _________________
12:00
(Books will cost about $35.00 to $45.00 a year.)

LA w
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Scholarships
Two scholarships worth $72.50 a semester each are offered to
graduates of senior colleges who expect to enter the School of Law.
Th ese scholarships are awarded by the Dean of the School of Law
to the two applicants who present the highest scholastic record ·
their college work.
in
Application, on a blank to be furnished by the Dean, accompanied
by a transcript of the applicant's college record and the names of
three or more persons as references, should be in the Dean's hands
by July 1.

Reading Course
In addition
to the courses offered in the curriculum given b e1ow,
.
stu dents m the School of Law are urged to pursue a course of selected
reading designed to broaden their conception of the law as an agency
of economic and social control. A selected list of books suitable for
each class is posted at the beginning of the school year.

THE SCHOOL OF LAW

THE CURRICULUM

SECOND YEAR

1937-1938

Civil Procedure. (R) Three hours for the year.

The letter "R" following the name of a course indicates that all
students are requi red to take that course in order to be qualified
to receive the degree of Bachelor of Laws.
All courses are subject to change or withdrawal without notice.
FIRST YEAR
Nature and forms of actions at law; the demurrer; fundamentals of procedure
at law.
Casebook to be selected.

(R) Two hours second semester.

MR. HARRISON

Rights and duties of principal and agent; rights of third persons; ratification;
undisclosed principal; termination of agency.
Mechem, Cases on Agency, Second edition.

Contracts. (R) Three hours for the year.

MR. HARRISON

Formation and performance of promissory undertakings in formal and informal
business transactions, including breach and legal remedies therefor.
Grismore, Cases on Contracts.

Criminal Law. (R) Two hours for the year.

MR.

POTTS

Nature of crime; defenses; combinations of person• in crime; the study of
specific crime,.
Harno, Cases on Criminal Law.
Potts, Mimeographed Cam and Materiiils.

Property I. (R) Three hours first semester.

MR. RHEA

. Int roduction to real and personal property; feudal tenure; posseHory and
non- posscuory estates; uses and the statute of uses; interest in chattels real and
personal.
Fraser, Cam ,ind Readings on Property, Vol. I.

Property II. (R) Three hours second semester.

MR. RHEA

Real and personal property continued; possession; bailments; finders; liens;
pledge; acquisition of ownership; fixtures; air,· land and water,
Fraser, Cam ,ind Readings on Prop,rty, Vol. II.

Torts. (R) Three hours for the year.

MR, RAY

Assault; battery; false imprisonment; trespass; negligence; legal cause; fraud
and deceit; libel and slander; malicious prosecution.
Casebook. to be selected.

Use of Law Books. (R) One hour first semester.
Instruction in the use of law library.
Material to be selected.

MR. RAY

Pleading and practice in the courts of Texas,
Mimeographed materials.

Constitutional Law L (R) Two hoi1rs for the year. MR. Pons
The Ameri ca n syn cm of government; citizcruhip; foreign relations• taxation·
rrgulotions of commerce ; due process of law,
'
'
Dodd, Casas. on Comlil11llat1dl l.otv.
Dodd, Supplement, Third Edition.

Conveyances. (R) Three hours first semester.

Actions. (R) Two hours first semester.

Agency.
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MR. RHEA

O rjg!n•,l ond derivative titles to land; conveyances; descriptions; covenants
and pr1omics.
Kirkwood, Cases on Con11eyonce1.

Equity I. (R) Two hours first semester.
General principles of equity procedure; specific performance of contractual
undertakings,
Casebook. to be selected.
Not given in 19)7-)8,

Equity IL (R) Three J,ours second semester.
Inj unction ag3inst tore ond crime; bill, of peace; relationship of vendor and
purc.haser; fraud ond mistake,
Casebook. to be selut,d,

Texas Property. (R) Two hours second semester.

MR. RHEA

Din inctivc fcotures of T o.xu real property laws; adverse possession; community
property ; homestead and exemptions,
Rhea, Mimeogr4p/Jed Cam amJ Materials,

THIRD YEAR

Administrative Law. Two hours second semester. MR. PoTTs
Separation of powers; delegation of powers; judicial control of administrative
action.
Casebook. to be selected,

Bt'lsiness Organizations. (R) 4 hrs. 1st sem.

MR. HARRISON

Nature ond formu ion of partnerships, corpora tions, limiled port nerships,
joint stoc k os,ocin ions, and business trusts; r ights, powers, duties 2nd liobilities
of rhe enterprise and iu p•rticipants as a going concern1 solven t djs,olucion,
Castcbook lo ba stlactaJ,

Conflict of Laws. (R) 3 hrs. 2nd sem.

MR. HARRISON

Enforcement of rights created and obligations assumed in States other than the
State of the forum; private international law,
Cheatham, Dowling, and Goodrich, Cam on Conflict of Laws.

Constitutional Law II. Two hours first semester.

MR. PoTTs

Special problems in Constitutional Law,
Dodd, Cases on Constitulional Law.
Dodd, Supplement, Third Edition.

Evidence. (R) Two hours for the year.

MR. RAY

Presumptio'ns ; burden of proof; judicial notice; witnesses; hearsay rule; opinion
evidence; circumsta ntiol evidence; best evidence; parol evidence.
Casubook to be sclecJed.
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Future Interests. Three hours first semester.

MR. RHEA

Future interests in property; reversions; remainders; executory interests; powers,
perpetuities; illegal conditions and restraints.
Leach, Cases on Future Interests.

Courses Open to Second and Third Year Students
Administration of Criminal Law. 2 hrs. 2nd. sem. MR. PoTTs
Arrest; extradition; bail; grand jury indictment; defendant's pleadings; jury
trial; appeal; probation and parole.
Keedy, Cam on the Administration of Criminal Law.
Potts, Cases on Criminal Procedure in Texas.
Not given in 1937-3 8.

Trusts.
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Four hours second semester.

The nature, creation, and essential elements of express trusts both private and
charitable; resulting and constructive trusts; administration of trusts,
Casebook. to be selected.
Not given in 1937-3 8.

Wills and Administration. 3 hrs. 2nd sem.

MR. RHEA

Testamentary capacity; execution of wills; fraud and mistake; undue influence; revocation; probate and administration of estates.
Casebook. lo be selected.

Courses Offered by Members of the Dallas Bar
Examination of Abstracts. One and one-half hours for ten
weeks during the Spring.

Credit one semester hour. MR. BuRGESS

Mimeographed materials.

Bills and Notes. Three hours first semester.

Oil and Gas. One and one-half hours for ten weeks during the

Form and inception of bills of exchange and promissory notes; negotiation;
liability of parties; discharge,
Casebook to be selected.

Winter.

Creditors' Rights. Four hours second semester.

for ten weeks during the Winter. Credit, 1 sem. hr. MR. WEISBERG

Administration of the estates of insolvent debtors; fraudulent conveyances;
general assignments; receiverships; bankruptcies,
Casebook. to be selected.

Workmen's Compensation.

Damages. Two hours first semester.

MR. HARRISON

General principles of damages; exemplary damages; elements of compensatory
damages; damages in specific actions of tort and contract.
McCormick, Cases on D11mages.
Not given in 1937-38.

Insurance. Three hours first semester.
Life, accident, and property insurance; creation of the relation of insurer and
insured; insurable interest; rights, powers and remedies of the parties; facts
operating to mature the policy,
Casebook. to be selected.
Not given in 1937-38.

Legal Ethics. One hour first semester.

MR. PoTTs

Education of attorneys; duty of attorneys to clients, to opposing counsel,
and to the court; regulation of the legal profession; disbarment,
Arant, Cases on Legal Ethics.

Sales. Two hours first semester.

MR. HARRISON

Credit one semester hour.

MR. HAWKINS

Selected materials.

Preparation of Legal Instruments. One and one-half hours
Mimeographed materials,

One and one-half hours for ten
weeks in the Fall. Credit, one semester hour.
MR. HOLLAND
Seluted m11teri11ls.

SUMMER SESSION
1937

First Term, June 7 to July 10
Use of Law Books. 3 hrs. Credit, 1 sem. hr.

MR. SPARKS

MaterJ11l1 to be selected.

Sales. Six hours. Credit, two semester hours.

MR. SPARKS

Casebook. to be selected.

Federal Procedure. Six hm Credit, 2 sem. hrs.

MR. RAY

Dobie, Cases on Federal Procedure.

Second Term, July 12 to August 17

Actions. Six hours. Credit, two semester hours.
Casebook. to be ,elected.

Transfer of title to personal property; effect of fraud; rights and remedies of
parties; warranties.
Casebook to be selected.

Legal Ethics.

Security. Three hours second semester.

Suretyship. Six hours. Credit, two semester hours.

MR. RHEA

The security concept as applied to liens, pledges, mortgages, and suretyship.
Hanna, Cases and Other Materials Ofl Security.
Not given in 1937-38.

Taxation. Three hours second semester.

MR. HARRISON
MR. RAY

Arant, Cases on Suretyship, Second Edition,

Taxation. Six hours. Credit, 2 sem. hrs.

MR. HARRISON

Magill and Maguire, Cases on Taxation, Second Edition.

MR. HARRISON

Legitimate purposes of taxation; general property tax and tax administration;
excise, inheritance, and income taxes.
Magill and Maguire, Cases on Taxation, Second Edition.
Not given in 1937-3 8.

3 hrs. Credit, 1 sem. hr.

Arant, Cases on Legal Ethics.

Both Terms
Damages.

3 hrs. Credit, 2 sem. hrs.

McCormick, Cases on Damages.

MR. RAY

